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IN MEMORY OF HARRIET eee AGE 71 


by Zoe Blunt 


A community is in mourning vo 
following the death of a great- 
grandmother who fought to 
defend aboriginal rights and 
the environment. 


a, 
Activist Harriet Nahanee 
died at St. Paul’s Hospital 
in Vancouver on Saturday, 
February 24, one month after 
she was sentenced to fourteen 
days in jail for protesting the 
destruction of a wetlands for a highway 
bypass. 


The woman who once said that natives 
need an “aboriginal Malcolm X” to 
restore their pride will be sorely missed 
by many, including her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 


Nahanee, age 71, was weak from the flu 
and asthma when BC Supreme Court 
Justice Brenda Brown ordered her to 
the Surrey Women’s Pre-Trial Centre 
in January. Nahanee was hospitalized 
with pneumonia a week after her release 
from jail. Then doctors discovered she 
had lung cancer. A news release on 
Sunday, February 25 briefly announced 
Nahanee’s death from pneumonia and 


i Betty Y 


complications. 


A Fellow activist 
and great- 
grandmother 
Betty Krawczyk, 
age 78, was 

| among those who 

f attended a prayer 
vigil for Nahanee 
Friday night. “Me 

Hagyiet and Harriet really 

A bonded” at the 

Eagleridge Bluffs 

blockade, she told me. “We were the 

only great-grandmothers there. It was up 
to us to bring it forward.” 


So 


A 
A >? 


In January, Krawczyk urged Justice 
Brown to refrain from sending Mrs. 
Nahanee to jail. “I am very worried 
about Mrs. Harriet Nahanee,” Krawczyk 
wrote. “Mrs. Nahanee is not well. She 
has asthma and is suffering the after 
effects of a recent bout of flu that has left 
her very weak.” 


“Harriet believed Eagleridge Bluffs 
belonged to the Squamish Nation, and she 
felt her band — the elected chiefs — were 
trading the land away for development,” 
Krawczyk told me by phone from 
Vancouver. 
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by Ingmar Lee 


I arrived at 800 Smithe St, Vancouver, the 
Supreme Court of BC at the designated 
hour of 8am on Monday, March 6th/07. 
I was there to support the redoubtable 
Betty Krawczyk, British Columbia’s 
most famous and beloved 78-year-old, 
non-violent, civil-disobedient ancient 
forest protection activist as she was 
sentenced to jail, once again, for standing 
firm against the wanton destruction of 
rare, ancient forest ecosystems. 


By 8:30 am, a crowd had begun to 
shape up which became identifiable as 
supporters of Betty. There were a lot of 
cameras and a large media presence and 
a good deal of excitement as the crowd 
anticipated the arrival of Betty. She then 
pulled up in a taxi and strode up the stairs 
to give her last interview to the media. As 
she was speaking, someone came by who 
warned me that everyone who wished to 
be in the courtroom was being searched, 
so we’d better get in the queue. Things 
were happening pretty fast. 


I got into the queue just ahead of Adriane 
Carr, Paul George and Joy Foy, and as we 
stood in line to get searched, I saw Betty 


> pass ahead of the crowd, and then 
ontinued on page two disappear down the steps into the 
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“Bunker” courtroom, which was specially 
built in the basement of the building for 
the Air India terrorist trials. 


Security was taking its time, but 
somehow, there was an expectation that 
the trial would at least wait for Betty’s 
supporters to fill the courtroom. The 
three security guards were labouriously 
searching through peoples’ pockets, 
confiscating certain items which could 
not be allowed in the court, ie: machine- 
guns, knives, cameras, food, cream pies 
or tape-recorders. 


I was allowed to descend into the Bunker. 
About 40 people had preceded me, and 
the gallery was about 30% full. I saw a 
woman speaking from the front of the 
room and I could see Betty sitting there 
all alone, below. As I took my front-row 
seat, I realized that this was “Madame 
Justice” Brown herself already at work, 
reading out her sentence. 


Brown’s statement was a damnable, 
rotten piece of work, shockingly rude and 
nasty, and blatantly vindictive towards 
Betty. Brown is clearly furious with, and 
despises Betty, perhaps moreso since 
she cruelly sentenced Betty’s partner- 
in-crime, the frail 71-year-old Pacheena 
Elder, Harriet Nahanie to 14 days in the 


HOW TO VISIT OR WRITE 
TO BETTY 


Write to her at 


Betty Krawczyk, 
Alouette Correctional Centre for 


Women 
P.O. Box 1000, Maple Ridge, BC 
V2X 3K4 


To visit Betty 


Betty must have your date 
of birth, address, and phone 
number in order for you to visit 
her. If you have not already sent 
her this info, you'll need to write 
to her and have her put you on 
her visitor list. 


To book a visit, call 604-476- 
2660 on Fridays between 10 AM 
and 12 noon. 


Visiting hours are Sunday 
between 1 PM and 3 PM. Arrive 
15 minutes early and be prepared 
to check your pag, wallet, keys... 
in the lockers before you enter. 


You must have 2 pieces of ID 
(no photocopies): One must be 
a BC driver license, passport, 
citizenship certificate or status 
card, and the other a secondary 
piece of ID like a carecard, social 
insurance card, birth certificate. 


! Thanks everyone! Your 
letters and visits will be much 
appreciated ! 





So imagine my surprise when, a week 
after my return, a bus driver pulled over at 
a bus shelter only to tell an old homeless 
fellow to move along. There had been 
no requested stop, neither was anyone 
waiting to board the bus. This man who 
was moved along, he was one of those 
elder, bearded street men, one of the real 
survivors. He’s probably been out there 
for many years, not interested in causing 
trouble, just taking a rest from collecting 
his bottles and getting by as best he can. 


anine’s Jibe: I recently returned from the first real holiday 

I’ve had in over a decade. I chose to visit friends in California 

- recent friends and long time friends who know me from 
previous lifetimes of college and the wacky world of computer 
software and, thanks to their generosity and Amtrak’s incredibly 
accessible service, I was able to combine a bit of work with 
lots of pleasure. (Photos and video are at the relativenewz.ca 
website, and also at youtube.com in the ‘bandcroft’ account.) 





















About Street Newz 
“Building Bridges 
within our Downtown Community” 


Coordinator & Website: Janine Bandcroft 
Deliveries: Nancy Raycroft 
Distribution: John @ Douglas/Fort St. 


The Victoria Street Newz mission 
is to provide a voice, and income 
opportunities, for economically 
marati lizan and/or socially 
disadvantaged people, at the 
same time offering employable 
skills training, increased self- 
esteem, confidence, and pride in 
accomplishments. 


My friends asked about the influence the paper’s having. It’s 
a difficult thing to measure, I told them, though we’re doing 
something right since we’re still here, starting our fourth year. 
Most of the vendors have been selling the newz for several years 
and tell me they have many repeat customers who know them 
by name. Complaints are very rare, compliments plentiful. I 
told my friends I like to believe Street Newz is helping build a 
more compassionate society, as people are educated about the 
real causes and consequences of poverty. 


I was dumbfounded that this young bus 
driver would treat a gentle elder in this [ 
way. I called him a “Meanie,” and got off 

his bus. One thing the Street Newz has taught me - if we don’t 
speak up then who will? Silence is complicity. Welcome to year 





Victoria Street Newz is sold by 


licensed vendors who sign a code of 
conduct. They buy the newspaper 
for $.50 each, and resell them by 
donation. We like to encourage a 
sliding-scale economy which offers 
people a choice. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz coalition and vendors, by 
reading information that informs 
you directly about poverty issues, 
and by taking action for progressive, 
peaceful, non-violent change. 





Victoria Street Newz welcomes 
written submissions including 
interviews, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, 
but we can’t aN everything 
will be published. We reserve the 
right to edit, and will not print 
anything libelous, racist, sexist, 
or homophobic. Letters sent to 
the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
confirmation) and may be edited 
for length. You can publish using a 
pseudonym, or anonymously. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newzpaper are not necessarily 
those of Victoria Street Newz, the 
editors, advertisers, contributors, 
readers, or publishers. 


Victoria Street Newz is printed 
on 100% post consumer recycled 
paper with vegetable ink, 
at Horizon Publications - 
www.horizonpublications.ca, 
604-254-8840. 


Submissions (due by the Ist 
Friday for the next month’s issue), 
letters, or donations can be 
delivered to our mailbox at: 


1027 Pandora Ave 


Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8V 3P6 


or leave a message at 
250-383-514 
ext 0137 


streetnewz@islandnet.com 
relativenewz.ca 
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HARRIET NAHANEE 
con't from page 1 


“She wanted the land preserved 
for her great-grandchildren. She 
put her life on the line for that.” 


Krawczyk reports that Nahanee 
was “challenging the right of the 
elected chiefs of the Squamish 
Nation to negotiate away 
traditional Squamish Lands off 
the Squamish Reserve, lands that 
include Eagleridge Bluffs. This 
action potentially has serious 
ramifications for the entire band 


concerning who has the right 
to negotiate away traditional 
Squamish Indian lands,” she 
wrote in her blog. 


Nahanee was born on the 
Pacheenaht Indian Reserve on 
Vancouver Island in 1937. Along 
with the other children on the 
reserve, she was taken from her 
parents at age 5 to live at the 
Ahousaht Residential School. 
Five years later she and 300 
others were transferred to Alberni 
Residential School. In 1998 she 
testified about the horrific abuse 
she and other native children 
suffered, including beatings, 
rape, and murder. 


According to Lloyd Dolha, 
Nahanee reported that children 
were punished for singing their 
traditional songs and speaking 
their own language. They were so 
poorly fed that they were beaten 
for stealing vegetables from the 
root cellar. She disclosed that 
she was sexually abused for four 
years in the school. 


“I didn’t bring it to mind until 
1984, when my daughter 
committed suicide. Then I 
began to look at myself. Why I 
was addicted to alcohol? Why I 
wasn’t a good parent? The worst 
part of it was the loneliness. 
When you’re a little kid and you 
can’t reach out to your mom for a 
hug — it really hurts. It’s a wound 
for a lifetime,” said Nahanee. 


On February 23, the day before 
Nahanee’s death, the Indigenous 
Action Movement held arally and 
prayer vigil for Harriet. Almost 
100 people gathered outside the 
Supreme Court for a ceremonial 
walk to St. Paul’s Hospital. 


The group prayed with drums and 
sang the Women Warrior’s Song 
outside Nahanee’s hospital room 
to give her support and strength. 
They brought flowers, cards and 
a picture of the Larsen Creek 
Wetlands at Eagleridge Bluffs 
before they were demolished. 


Zoe Blunt 
writes for 
Guerrilla 
News Network, 
the Earth 
First! Journal 
and other 
publications. 
She also helps organize the annual 
Wild Earth Rendezvous, a forest 
action training camp June I - 7 
on the BC coast. This story was 
edited for space - you can read the 
entire article, with comments, at 
gnn.tv/A02946 
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four - thanks to you all. Let’s continue to make some noise. 


BETTY KRAWCZYK, con't from page 1 


Surrey Pre-Trial Remand Centre, a hideous “Hell-hole” dungeon. The Judge was overtly 
angry that Betty has been emphasizing this sordid aspect of this sorry saga. 





Brown’s statement, and whatever she said at Harriet’s sentencing epitomizes just how 
shameless, grovelling, evil and corrupt our legal system really is. Anyone who knows Betty 
Krawczyk or Harriet Nahanie knows that these brave women are not criminals. They are 
gentle, ferocious pacifist, feminist mentors, icons of determination, courage, honesty and 
human decency, tireless and relentless activists for the protection of our planet. In short, they 
are heros, whose fame and reputation is increasing by the day. 


I was utterly disgusted in that courtroom and I joined into the chorus of jeers that rang out 
as soon as the cowardly Judge read out her sentence to Betty. “I sentence you to 10 months” 
she said, and then repeated it. It was a petulant slap in the face from she who had just three 
weeks ago issued a death sentence to Harriet Nahanie for “disrespecting the court.” 


Once Betty had been sentenced and had left the courtroom, we climbed the stairs out of the 
Bunker, gathered up our belongings from the security and emerged to find the other 100 
supporters who had been barred entry to the courtroom angrily describing their experience 
to the cameras. People were very angry and upset and there were a lot of tears. There were 
sustained, powerful 10-minute continuous Shame! Shame, Shame!!! chanting sessions which 
filled the whole courthouse right up to its soaring glass ceilings. 


And a large contingent of First Nations women struck up their drums and sang a very beautiful 
dirge which went on and on, and got everyone singing. After about an hour, it seemed like 
things were wrapping up, but when it was suggested that we should stage an impromptu 
march around the court building, everyone joined in. 


But when we got around to the opposite side, everyone suddenly turned spontaneously and 
filed straight into the doors at 800 Smithe. We all marched right into the building and when 
the Sheriffs set up a cordon at the secondary doors into the inner sanctum, 18 of us sat down 
and blocked the doors. About 60 people milled around the rotunda. They were only allowing 
lawyers through the cordon, but as it turned out later, we shut down the Supreme Court of 
BC for 3 hours. All the media was crowding the windows as cameras are not permitted in 
the building. 


Eventually, a Sheriff came rushing down and announced that he was serving us with, yep, 
you guessed it, another court injunction, and that we had 60 seconds to get out of the way. 
At this time a dozen RCMP officers arrived to make the arrests, so having disrupted the court 
for three hours most of us got up and moved, but it turns out that 2 people did get arrested. 
We didn’t have to move far though, because it was interpreted that the injunction specified 
that while the protesters could not block access to the court or interfere with the process of 
justice, that didn’t preclude them from milling around and loitering in the lobby. 


Treehuggers loitering around the BC Supreme Court can be pretty annoying, apparently. 
Gradually, over a period of another 45 minutes, the Police moved up their cordon and pushed 
us out of the building. Then the demonstration continued for another hour outside the door, 
and during this time the Police refused entry to everyone, including the lawyers. We chanted 
and the First Nations drummers sang and danced. 


This spontaneous demonstration kept getting new life breathed into it and every time I got 
ready to leave, something else happened. For the final event, I was watching as a taxi pulled 
up and saw the media rush over. Suddenly British Columbia’s Attorney General Wally Oppal 
himself, the Supreme Representative of the BC Legal System and Betty’s nemesis, emerged 
from the car and the media immediately swarmed him, eager to hear about his recently 
divulged prostate issue. Oppal obviously does not have a clue about the internationally- 
recognized case of Betty Krawczyk, and the shame and ill-repute her dreadful treatment has 
brought down on the BC legal system. Immediately the Oppal was recognized, sustained 
shouts of Shame! Shame! drowned him out and finally drove him back into his taxi and he 
was taken away. 


Here are a few words from Betty’s blog [bettysearlyedition.blogspot.com] regarding Oppal: 
“Recently Mr. Wally Opal on CKNW said that anybody in BC facing prison time could 
have a jury trial. But when I called into the program and advised Mr. Opal that I was facing 
prison time on a Criminal Contempt of Court charge and wasn’t allowed a jury trial he said 
well, in my case the judge was quite right not to allow me a jury trial; as I was arrested under 
civil contempt and that civil contempt did not warrant a jury trial. And yet here I am, once 
again convicted of Contempt of Court, not Civil, but Criminal, minus a jury trial, or the 
protections of the Criminal Code. My Lady, the very expediency of this method of depriving 
citizens of their lawful rights when they seek to protect the environment from corporate 
predators is quite remarkable. I protest this, My Lady, and will protest it with my dying 
breath...” 


I encourage people to take the opportunity to visit Betty. 
If you have got any faith at all that justice is possible in 
British Columbia, or that environmental issues can be 
forwarded through due process through our institutionally 
corrupt government and legal mechanisms, then you need 
to see the reality of our deeply rotten system. You’ll get 
that direct experience and see for yourself by visiting dear 
Betty in jail. 


Ingmar Lee is a tireless environmentalist who won't Ẹ 
stop protesting the earth’s destruction ever. He recently 
returned from India, where he combined social justice 
activism with personal spiritual evolution and growth. 
Ingmar is currently living and writing and raising 
awareness in Victoria BC. This article was edited for 
space - you can read Ingmar’s full account of this and Ẹ 
other important issues at ingmarlee.com. 
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MLA pay raise...? - April 5th 


from Ted Hawryluk, Street Newz Vendor - tedh @telus.net 


Report from The Victoria Committee 
to End All Homelessness 


On april-5th, the committy looking into MLA pay raze’s comes to 
Victoria...! They want between $6,000.00 - $12,000 / year more than the 
$60,000.00 they already get ( up to $74,000.00/yr ) 


----------- Per-spective....? ------------ People who are disabled ( on 
welfair ) got a $50.00/momth increase in their rental portion of their 
cheque (OR, a $600.00 /year insrease) 


by Don Startin 


The Committee met fF 
every Wednesday at Į 
Dreamspace during 
February. A sad note ... 
our meeting of Feb 28th 
had to be cancelled due 
to a death in the family 
of one of our members. 


-------- Tax-Cut to fund solutions to homelessness...? 


as a person who is disabled, I’m pay-ing $175/month out of my food 
buget, JUST TO KEEP A ROOF OVER MY HEAD...! 


Dispite the increase, I’m still pay-ing $125.00/month rent 
OUT OF MY FOOD BUGET...! 
($125.00/month out of a “food-buget” that hasn’t gone up since 1994) 


We are very grateful to 
Ian for letting Rose use 
the building. Sadly it has 
been leased, and your 
committee is looking 
for a new place to meet. 
Till further notice we 
will be meeting at 7 
pm on Wednesdays, 
but the place TBA. We 
will also be having our 
power lunches at 12 noon at Our Place, 711 Johnson, every Thursday. 


anes > Why do they want a pay-raise...? 


appearently, some MLA’s are having a hardtime finding work,,,, after 
leaving office. (gee I wounder why...? ) A couple of examples: the liberal 
candidate for Victoria/Hillside is having trouble... , 


or the MLA who used to represent esquimalt (was a cabinet minister for 
small-business), also can’t find work OUT-SIDE public life...! (geeezzzz , 


a 7. x ee ae 9 
Tepl cai t Heurc-ouly why ais) Our main emphasis in February was laying on a Budget Barbeque at the Legislature on Budget 


----------- When you do great things, they’ll build statues to your memory | Day - Tuesday February 20th - to keep the issue of homelessness front and centre. 


( goes with-out saying...? ) 
YOUR TIME TO SPEAK-OUT IS NOW....! 
<<<<<< April-5th >>>>>>> 


Thanks go to Rose and Kelly who organized the whole thing, Food Not Bombs and Sharon 
who laid on the food, Andrea from UVic who helped out, and Bob from the CSC (Communities 
Solidarity Coalition) who brought the barbeque and cooked the gourmet wieners. Special 
thanks to Jolene who went to get some more wieners when they ran low, and Art for the songs, 
also, to all those who turned out to support us. 


We began with speeches by MLAs Diane Thorne (the NDP housing critic), and Raj Chouhan 
(the NDP mental health critic) who promised to hold the Lieberals’ feet to the fire on housing. 
We then had an open mic so everybody had a chance to put across their views. We got good 
media coverage, and some homeless folks had a modest lunch, so we count this as a success. 


the committy comes to Victoria 
Call: 1-866-635-3131 
(and make an appointment to speak up ) 


Victoria BC, April-5th 
Grand-Pacific Hotel 
4pm - 8pm 
(south-pender-room) 


Unfortunately, partly due to sickness and other troubles, some of our key activists were away, 
and the hearing on the Hudson Bay development at City Hall flew in under our R.A.D.A.R. 
However, Rose picked up on this and got on the CBC to point out that there were no low-cost 
rental units in the proposal. We are glad there will be some “reasonably priced” units in the 
adapted store, and that condo owners will be allowed to rent out their units. This will, we 
hope, reduce rental pressure across the board. 


<<<<< Question >>>>>> after giving the welfair-disabled a raise 

that amounts to $600.00/year do MLA’s diserve a min-$6000.00 /year 
pay raise...? Do they deserve more....? (aprox; $12000.00 year) OR, do 
they deserve to live by the same RULES as people on welfair...? (total 
loss of income for refusing to look for work ,,, a LIFE-TIME ban from 
welfair for refusing to look for work (no fall session for the legis-later’s) 
but had to come back to work ( recalled parlement to appoint a child 
commissioner - AFTER THE LAST ONE QUIT THEIR JOB ) 


ps, the commitioner got a paid for quitting (not susspended nor barred for 
life) un-like the people who live on welfair, ....! 


The committee held two meetings in March. Phillipe met with a rep from Carol James’ office. 
Carol will support our request to have a homeless person from our committee sit on each of 
the committees recently set up as part of the Regional Housing Affordability Strategy. 


Our sub committee on a tent village has made a little progress, but has stalled on getting our 
starter kit from Dignity Village in Portland. We want to check this out so we don’t make any 
mistakes they made. We are still looking for a landowner, public or private, who will let us use 
land subject to approval from City Hall. We are hoping to lobby individual city counsellors in 
the near future, but NOT until we’ve read the “How-to” manual, and seen the DVD. If you’d 
like to help us on this, call Don at 477-5507 and/or email Rose@homelessnation.com. 


Quotable Quotes on Gordon Campbell’s Budget 


Keith Baldrey, Global TV: “the most misleading part of any budget I have seen since the 
Liberals came to power.” (BCTV, Feb 21, 2007) 


Vaughn Palmer, Vancouver Sun: “...Carole Taylor insisted Tuesday that (her budget) was all 
about ‘building a housing legacy and pointed to a reputed $2 billion housing plan. The claim 
was entirely misleading.” “Taylor could have just as easily packaged her tax cut as ‘building 
a legacy’ for child care, education, retirement or buying a new car.” (Vancouver Sun, Feb 21, 
2007) 


Michael Smyth, Vancouver Province: “Somebody should sue the Liberal government’s spin 
doctors for malpractice, because they sure botched the operation yesterday.” (Province, Feb 
21, 2007) 


Paul Willcocks, Victoria Times-Colonist: “...can anyone argue with a straight face that a tax 
cut worth $25 a month to a typical family is really the centrepiece of an effective housing 
strategy?” “...it shows a baffling disconnect between the realities of life in BC, as experienced 


by ordinary citizens, and the government’s choices.” “It’s risky for any 
Struggling to Survive 


government to choose ideology and ignore the public’s wishes.” (Times 
from Lee Hamer, Folksinger 


(say some thing.... please ) 





















Colonist, Feb 21, 2007) 


Don Cayo, Vancouver Sun: “...this could have turned into a real housing 


“cc 


























As a former homeless person, now 
surviving on B.C. Disability Pension, due 
to physical handicaps, I am grateful for the 
additional $50.00 per month. However, this 
amount will only go towards paying my 
rent, by increasing my shelter allowance. 


Until now, I have been digging into 
my “living allowance,” in other words 
my food money, to pay my rent, as the 
$325.00 shelter allowance is not adequate. 
I do not smoke or drink, do not have any 
addictions, (Thank God), and try to eat as 
best as I can. It is difficult, when one half 
, that’s 50%, of my disability cheque must 
go to rent! 





In fact, you cannot rent an 8 X 10 room, 
anywhere in Victoria, for $325.00 
anymore! They start at $400.00 and go as 
high as $600.00 for a tiny room with a hot 
plate and a fridge and a bed, maybe a chair 
if you’re lucky! You share the washroom 
with the drug addicts and alcoholics down 
the hall. Most of these ‘rooming houses’ 
are fire traps, managed by an ‘addict’ 
manager. 
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Cockroaches and mice are the norm. Many 
illegal basement suites exist, which are rat 
infested, cold, and damp. Life is miserable 
on welfare and disability in this city! 


They have rent controls back east. Why 
not here? My extra $50.00 per month does 
me no good, if my landlord then turns 
around and raises my rent by $50.00. I am 
no further ahead, am I? 


The B.C. gov’t sure makes it look good 
on paper, but, in reality, the misery of so 
many continues. Rev. Al and the food 
banks can only do so much. Victoria needs 
1,000 affordable, safe, clean housing 
units, Yesterday! And an additional 50 
emergency beds for addicts. It breaks my 
heart to see those poor souls sleeping in 
shop doorways like misplaced animals. 
They are human beings! Where is your 
compassion Mr. Campbell? Mr. Lowe? 
Mr. Harper? No one should go to bed 
hungry and without decent, humane, 
safe shelter, tonight or any night! This is 
indeed Victoria’s, British Columbia’s, and 
Canada’s shame!!! 


Victoria Street Newz 


budget. But, despite modest increases for the homeless and low-income 
renters, it isn’t. And Minister Taylor and her colleagues deserve to have their 
noses tweaked for pretending it is.” (Vancouver Sun, Feb 23, 2007) 


Michael Prince, Professor of political science at UVIC: “When you consider 
we have a growing population, a waiting list for housing, and a continuing 
homeless problem, it’s a very timid, modest start of a housing policy.” (Globe 
and Mail, Feb 21, 2007) 


Tsur Somerville, Sauder School of Business: “the notion that somehow 
giving people a tax cut and then calling that a housing budget strikes me as 
somewhat laughable.” (CKNW, Feb. 20, 2007) 


Alice Sunberg, Director of BC’s Non- Profit Housing Association: “Once you 
start to see the details, it really starts to fall short of what’s really needed.” 
(Vancouver Sun, Feb 21, 2007) “what we need is more supply of housing and 
this is really a drop in the bucket.” (Globe and Mail, Feb 21, 2007) 


Almost 60 years ago Canada’s government signed the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states: 


“Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for 
the health and well-being of himself and of his [sic] family, 
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and 
necessary social services, and the right to security in the 
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, 
old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond 
his [sic] control.” 






Page 3 


Personal Profile: Cancer From the Past 


by Jennifer Hastie 


In 1944, when I was five years old, I was taken 
to Vancouver on two occasions for “deep X-ray 
treatments.” My mother was concerned about my 
chronic cough that was left over from whooping 
cough. The doctor referred us from a small town 
on Vancouver Island to VGH for this treatment. 


At that time, the role of the thymus wasn’t 
properly understood by the medical profession. 
Children apparently have large thymus glands, 
and it was the decision of the doctors to bombard 
my thymus with X-rays to shrink it. On one trip 
back on the ferry to Vancouver Island, I remember 
throwing up all over the long dining room table 
in the restaurant of the ferry. The tablecloth was 
white. There were many legs and feet under the 
table where I must have been lying. At that time 
you sat with others at these long tables and had 
a formal meal while the ferry transported you to 
the Island. 


I had been eating roast lamb with my mother. I 
remember thinking that if I hadn’t had mint sauce 
on my lamb I would’ve been okay. My mother 
was thoroughly embarrassed and I am afraid that 
I got the brunt of her anger. It wasn’t until I was 
an adult that I tried mint sauce again! 


About 1976, when I was married and raising two 
daughters, I read in the newspaper that “deep X- 
ray treatments” were causing thyroid cancer “20 
to 40 years after treatment.” A clinic in Chicago, 
who had previously administered the treatments, 
was attempting to recall all patients to check 
for thyroid cancer. From this bold and ethical 
move, I understand that the legal action suits 
were in the millions of dollars by 1961. I read this 
information later in a book written by a lawyer to 
advise doctors regarding law suits pertaining to 
this form of treatment. 


I took the newspaper article in to show my 
family doctor. He simply said that they couldn’t 
do anything until a cancer became evident. He 
commented that his own wife had received similar 
treatments for acne on her back. 


In 1985, when I was in to be checked for a flu, 
my family doctor, now a new one, began to 
look intently at my throat and said “you’re not 
symmetrical. When you’re over this flu, come 
in and we’ll do some tests on your thyroid.” He 
had not heard of the studies done linking thyroid 
cancer with “deep X-ray treatments.” 


I went home and looked in the mirror. I could not 
see what he was referring to as an asymmetrical 
throat. However, I returned a week later and was 
subsequently given various tests. Although my 
thyroid gland appeared to be operating normally, 
the ultrasound showed a probable cancer. It was 
promptly removed by a local surgeon. After 
surgery, I discovered that I could swallow easier. 
The slow growth of the cancer had narrowed my 
esophagus without my being aware of it. 


I was referred to the Cancer Clinic in Vancouver 
for assessment. At first the medical staff 
seemed disinterested in knowing about my 1944 
treatments. They said “we don’t care what caused 
your cancer. We’re treating it now.” 


The next step was more gruesome. I was required 
to go off the drug, eltroxin, to replace my thyroid 
function so that they could bombard the remains 
of my thyroid with radioactive iodine (not all 
of the thyroid could be removed by surgery). It 
meant six weeks of slowly winding down to an 
almost nonfunctioning level, then going over to 
VGH for my “drink” of radioactive iodine. When 
I was in my most comatose state, I would have 
to wear gloves and a coat in the living room 
because I was so cold. I found it hard to focus on 
anything going on in the room—conversations, 
the newspaper, the children. 


For the first 48 hours after treatment, I had to 
“stay away from children,” as I was radioactive. 
I was told to avoid using the washroom on the 
ferry on the way home. No one detailed this for 
me. Was my sweat radioactive too? Could I kiss 
my husband? 


Once the iodine drink was over, I could return to 
taking eltroxin. It would take about a week before 
I would notice any significant improvement in my 
body heat and energy level. I would not be fully 
functioning again for about a month. 


I went through this procedure three times in one 
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year. The last time I was deemed free from thyroid 
tissue. When I was finally normal, I found that I 
had a great deal more energy than I’d had since 
before I was a teenager. That was an unexpected 
plus! 


Then came the pronouncement from the Cancer 
Clinic: I needed radiation to prevent the cancer 
from recurring. When I told them that I could 
not agree to more radiation, I was told by my 
oncologist that I had about five years to live if I 
didn’t get radiation. I abruptly walked out of the 
room and out of the Cancer Clinic. I seemed to 
be between a “rock and a hard place.” In the end, 
I accepted the treatment. 


During the time that I was thinking about this, 
my oncologist had the VGH records from 1944 
searched. Low and behold, the referral form and the 
radiation dosages were still on file! Bureaucracy 
can be valuable! Furthermore, the account of the 
dosage that I was given in 1944 apparently made 
my oncologist cut the number of treatments back 
from his original recommendation. 


In June, 1986, I began a series of radiation 
treatments on my thyroid at the Vancouver Cancer 
Clinic. I have remained cancer free at this point, 
except for a minor skin cancer. 


How has this experience affected my life? 


Initially, I was very angry. What kept me from 
joining those who were suing the doctors was my 
surgeon. He commented to me that as doctors, 
they don’t entirely know if treatments used today 
will prove to be harmful to patients at some point 
in the future. They just hope. 


That kept my anger in check for a while. But I 
found through the years that I had less and less 
trust in doctors. I found it very hard to pick up 
the phone and make a doctor’s appointment for 
any condition. If a referral is slow, I found it very 
hard to phone to see what has gone wrong. 


My anger continued to grow. When our daughter 
almost died from an incorrect medical diagnosis 
in Calgary two years ago—she developed a 
hospital infection after giving birth to our first 
grandchild—I just froze. Sometime after that, I 
realized that the relationship with our daughter 
had deteriorated and my reaction to this cancer 
had played a part in this deterioration. 


My present doctor tried to refer me to the Cancer 
Clinic here in Victoria last spring for some throat 
problems that I was complaining about. The 
Clinic only reluctantly accepted the referral. The 
oncologist that I saw there examined my throat 
for about ten seconds and then spent the rest of 
the time indicating that he wanted to be out the 
door. He also tried to make me believe that the 
1986 radiation had nothing to do with my present 
problems and everything that is wrong with me 
today was because of the 1944 radiation. He also 
described medically induced cancers as “very 
rare,” and was not willing to accept the fact that 
my thyroid cancer was medically induced. His 
attitude, “I know best” and “you don’t know 
anything” was disrespectful. 


Strangely enough, this cancer specialist and my 
present family doctor have both helped me deal 
with my attitude toward doctors: the specialist’s 
bombastic approach was so different from the 
gentle, thorough approach of my present family 
doctor. The huge contrast between the two 
doctors had made me realize that (1) all doctors 
are just human beings, whether they are good, 
bad or ugly, and (2) some are better than others at 
relating to the patient. Therefore, (3) how can I 
“tar them all with the same brush”? The addition 
of two counsellings at the Cancer clinic has set 
me on the right path to begin to heal. 


That being said, I don’t think that my blood 
pressure at the doctor’s office will ever normalize 
and I don’t think that I’ve solved all my problems. 
But at least I have turned the page on this ugly 
part of my past. I will never have total faith 
in any doctor. Perhaps this is a good thing, for 
such medically induced cancers continue to exist 
today. The answer lies in believing in myself to 
weigh medical information from all sources, to 
trust my body to tell me what is wrong, and then 
to tell the doctor what I would like done about 
any medical condition. 


Jennifer and her husband live in Victoria today. 
She is a healthy, active senior who enjoys writing 
volunteer articles for various publications. 


contributes to a community of compassion and understanding and can lead to 
progressive changes that respect the dignity of all. Do you have a personal story 


you want to share with Street Newz readers? Sign it anonymously, or with a 
pseudonym (if you want) and send it to streetnewz@islandnet.com, leave it in our 
mailbox at 1027 Pandora, or give it to one of the Street Newz vendors. 
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Victoria Street Newz 


Ok - Me Again. 

You who read my writings 
know what I’m all about. This 
is going to be about me, but 
I also have a few people to 
thank, because if I don’t, this 
is a waste of time. So, what ff 
I’m gonna write may hurt or § 
please some but not all. 


I'll start with what I think is the 

most obvious. I live for you. § 

I am not always what people 

believe to see and hear. I’m just me. I try to do the 
best I can and sometimes I win, other times I lose, but 
for me this game called life is a challenge each and 
every day that I’m still in the game called life. I am not 
the only person who is thankful for being here because 
believe me there are a lot of people less fortunate than 
me. They know who I’m talking about but they don’t 
really want to realize it themselves. But you have to 
remember that we’re all on the same page so please do 
not judge me for what you see, I’m just trying to get by, 
just like you. 


Red 
p.s. Try putting yourself in my shoes, and I bet you’ 
find it’s not so eas who I think, but life 


Nancy's To Do List 


1. Repeal the Patriot Act 
-| &. Restore Habeas Corpus 


3. End the war 


A SPARK CATCHES FIRE 


By Kat Younker 


Some men once stole a girl’s light and hid it away. 
Darkened, she wandered in search of her missing 
pieces. 


An invisible old man lived in a doorway. He was known 
as ‘Man-with-the-moon-in-his-eye’, ‘that bum’, and 
~ k’ 


Turning his moon eye to the corner he saw that bad 
medicine had frozen a girl in mid-search. Done 
watching, he ruffled his coats and walked up to the man 
who sold lies on the corner. 


“I've something you've forgotten.” 
Corner-man listened. 


With a whisper Jack offered ‘Times past,’ asking only 
for a meal in return, so Corner-man handed over some 
money. Jack blew sarm nn him, and then went to 

fill his belly. 


That man soon returned wanting more and paid for 
‘What might have been.’ Again Jack blew something to 
him, and then went for another meal. Later, he danced 
with a hop and a spin, his dark eye glinting with a smile. 


Morning found Corner-man broken and seeking repair. 
‘Second chances’ alone would bring relief. 


“Return what you stole from that girl,” Jack negotiated. 
Corner-man yielded, opening a folded paper, and 
out jumped a spark. The frozen girl took a breath of 
surprise, and with it sucked that piece of her light right 
in. Her soul flickered and, in that instant, began the 
life-work of putting pieces back together. 


The girl looked around her and saw no one but the 
crows. She began to dance with a hop anda p in 
honour of Raven, known sometimes as Jack. 





What are warrior societies? Part III 


By Taiaiake Alfred and Lana Lowe 


DEFENDING INDIGENOUS 
TERRITORIES 


In 1999, the Cheam First Nation recruited 
members of the NYM to assist them 
as they engaged in their Fraser River 
salmon fishery in defiance of Canadian 
regulations. In 2000, these same members 
formed the West Coast Warrior Society. 
Soon, they donned their fatigues and set 
up a three- month roadblock to protect 
Cheam fishing camps. Later that year, the 
West Coast Warrior Society travelled to 
Esgenoopetit] to assist local indigenous 
communities in that region in their on- 
going conflict with local fishers and 
Canadian authorities over the conduct of 
traditional fisheries by the Mi’kmaq. 


Since 1999, the Mi’kmaq people of 
Esgenoopetit} had been asserting their 
treaty rights and conducting their own 
lobster fishery in defiance of Canadian 
regulations that were prejudiced against 
them. After the government refused to 
recognize the extreme disparity of access, 
the once uniformly cooperative indigenous 
community mobilized to demand fair 
treatment and the Canadian government’s 
conformity with international and 
domestic law. This resulted in several 
clashes with Canadian authorities and 
citizenry. 


By the fall of 2000, Esgenoopetitj was 
under siege and the waters of Miramichi 
Bay became the frontline. Warrior 
societies, activists, politicians and media 
descended on the community. Members 
of the Mi’kmaq, Mohawk, Okiijida and 
West Coast Warrior Societies all joined 
the Esgenoopetitj and Listiguj Rangers 
in defence of Mi’kmaq communities 
and fisheries. When the fishing season 
was over, the warrior societies dispersed 
back to their home territories, with 
the commander of the East Coast 
Warrior Society (which had emerged in 
Esgenoopetitj during the fall of 2000) 
travelling to British Columbia to form 
an alliance with the West Coast Warrior 
Society. 


In 2003, the West Coast Warrior Society 
was summoned to help five Saanich 
communities in protecting the viability 
of the Goldstream salmon run in Saanich 
Inlet from a commercial fishery opening 
proposed by the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO). Large commercial 
fishery interests were demanding access 
to salmon runs that had been restored 
through the indigenous community’s 
own habitat rehabilitation projects. The 
same inequity faced by the east coast 
communities and fishers was now facing 
these west coast indigenous communities: 
large fleets and corporate interests in the 
commercial fishery were to be given 
access to fish for maximum commercial 
harvest while the indigenous communities 
would receive token access and benefit 
from the resource. 


This was a direct threat to the salmon 
fishery, the basis for their cultures and 
survival, and the federal government 
again failed to intervene in a principled 
manner. On the invitation of the five 
Saanich communities and supported by 
the communities’ band councils, the West 
Coast Warrior Society remained in the 
community for five weeks preparing to 
block the commercial fishery. In the end, 
the fishery was cancelled without physical 
confrontation and the West Coast Warrior 
Society left the communities. 


DEFENDING INDIGENOUS 
COMMUNITIES 


What has become clear through the 
history of the warrior society movement 
is the continuing and impressive patience 
of indigenous people in resolving political 
matters in principled, fair, and legal (via 
international and national conventions) 
ways. In every instance where conflict 
has arisen between warrior societies and 
Canadian authorities, violent interactions 
have been instigated by police or other 
government authorities, or by local 
non-indigenous interests opposed 
to indigenous people. Indigenous 
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communities are comprised of normally 
cooperative and peaceful people. In all 
cases, it is only when an overwhelming 
injustice is perpetrated against them in 
the face of possible mutually beneficial 
alternatives that these people, who are yet 
struggling to survive, rise up to demand 
just treatment and fairer relations with the 
settler society. 


The warrior society strategy gains 
credence among indigenous people 
during a crisis situation because there is 
a deeprooted fear among all indigenous 
people that the Canadian government 
is seeking to annihilate their existence. 
Most indigenous people favour peaceful 
and non-confrontational methods of 
advancing their political agenda and of 
advancing the cause of justice. But at 
the same time, all indigenous people 
have direct experience with or second- 
generation memory of the genocidal intent 
and capacity of the Canadian state. All 
have direct experience with the virulent 
forms of racism that still exist in most 
rural parts of Canada. Indigenous people 
understand well how ordinary Canadians 
turn hostile and violent when indigenous 
peoples’ demands for recognition of their 
land rights or political rights threatens 
white society’s economic privilege on the 
land. 


So, in a crisis situation, facing armed 
paramilitary force and the hostility of 
white society as a whole, in the context 
of impending violence capable of 
eliminating the very existence of their 
communities, the raw realities of the 
colonial relationship between indigenous 
peoples and the state are laid bare. In these 
situations, the warrior societies’ analysis 
of Canadian society is proven correct. The 
legitimacy of the warrior society agenda 
and approach flows from this dynamic. 
People do recognize in very pragmatic 
terms the necessity of defending the 
community in physical terms from outside 
aggression. The warrior societies provide 
a measure of national defence. 


There is broad support among indigenous 
people everywhere for action, even 
militant action, against the continuing 
unjust process by which they are being 
dispossessed of their territories. The 
disagreement among indigenous peoples is 
about their capacity to effectively confront 
state authorities and to sustain a politic of 
contention, and whether or not the costs 
(violence, further deprivation, hostility 
of society, etc.) are worth the gains to be 
made in confronting the injustices facing 
indigenous communities. Thus, there is no 
need for a screening or filtering process 
whereby warrior societies would judge 
the merit of various conflicts and decide 
which ones are suitable engagements. 


Engagement does not need to be 
rationalized. The operating assumption is 
that all indigenous communities are facing 
an injustice that needs to be confronted; 
the main factor influencing whether a 
warrior society is involved in a conflict 
is simply the existence of a conflict in 
a community where there is a warrior 
society with the capacity to respond. 
Simply put, warrior societies will become 
involved in conflicts between their nation 
and outside forces if the people call for 
their help, and if they possess the capacity 
to respond. 


In this sense, indigenous people, through 
warrior societies, are acting on their basic 
right and responsibility to protect and 
defend their lands, their communities and 
their persons from unprovoked outside 
aggression. 


Taiaiake Alfred  [www.taiaiake.com] is 
Kanien’kehaka and a professor in the Indigenous 
Governance Programs at the University of 
Victoria. Lana Lowe is a member of the Fort 
Nelson Dene First Nation and works with 
indigenous peoples in Central America. This 
article is a condensed version of a background 
paper by the authors entitled “Warrior Societies 
in Indigenous Communities,” prepared for 
the Ipperwash Inquiry and available on the 
commissions website and in its archive. 
This article was originally published at, and 
reprinted from newsocialist.org with Taiaiake’s 
permission. 
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What is the North American Union... 
and why won’t they tell us about it? 


Submitted by Jack Etkin 


US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice came to Ottawa recently to talk about the 
Corporate North American Union. Some of the topics were: 


* Reinventing borders 

* Reinvigorating the North American defence alliance 
* Maximizing regulatory efficiencies 

* And so on.... 


All of these things are code words for more corporate power and corporate profit. 


The Corporate North American Union is a sort of ‘merger’ of Canada the US and 
Mexico ... into one ‘nation’ under Corporate control. I’m not sure what it’s all 
about, but I do know that it is a Corporate plan, so I know that I don’t trust it. I 
also know that no-one in the power structure is talking about it. The media won’t. 
The politicians won’t. And the rest of us don’t know anything about it. 


I know this Corporate Union is opposed by the Council of Canadians. And the 
Canadian Action Party. And lots of groups big and small. And lots of people ... lots 
of citizens. But of course we are all irrelevant. 


I think this Corporate Union poses a clear and present danger to all of us. Do 
we really want more corporate control of our society and our future? This deal 
has nothing to do with the people of Canada, the US, or Mexico. It is simply 
Corporate - a takeover of all 3 countries by big business. 


And look where they’ve taken us in the last 30 years. They’ve poisoned us 
all. All of us have been put in danger by climate change. There are homeless 
everywhere. Food banks are being stretched to the breaking point. They are 
destroying our health care system so they can privatize it. And we don’t have 
money for our schools. 


But on the other hand, Corporate Profits just hit another record high this year. $231 
Billion. $231 Billion in corporate profit in Canada this year. For $1 Billion we 
could build 10,000 units of rental housing at $100,000 a unit; but they won’t let 
us. If we had done this for the last 5 years, there would be homes for the homeless, 
but that is not what the corporations want so it can’t happen. 


The CCCE - In Canada, the driving force behind the Corporate North American 
Union is the Canadian Council of Chief Executives. Most Canadians have never 
heard of this group. That’s because it is so important. 


The CCCE basically consists of the Chief Executive Officers of the 150 biggest 
corporations in Canada. This group is the center of power in Canada, working on 
behalf of the world’s billionaire families, investment banks, and elites. They are 
the ones who tell our governments what to do. 


Now they’ve told them to form a Corporate North American Union...and the 
politicians are doing it, perhaps because they are totally corrupt or perhaps because 
they know that if they don’t they will simply be removed and the next guy - or gal 
- brought in. 


An agreement has already been signed. “The North American Security and 
Prosperity Partnership.” (SAPP - which is a good name for what we all are.) It 
was signed in secret, in Texas, in 1995, by Paul Martin, George Bush, and Vincente 
Fox. The Liberals signed it originally, the Conservatives are moving it ahead, no 
one representing the public is allowed at the ‘table’, only the corporations and 
‘our’ governments. 


Nobody will talk about it, and the media won’t tell us about it. And by the way, 
the Corporations that own CTV, the Globe and Mail, and most of Canada’s daily 
papers and private TV stations are members of the CCCE, so they are the ones 
behind the deal...it’s not that the media doesn’t ‘know’ about it; they just won’t tell 
US about it, that is democracy in Canada. 


Sounds good to me! 
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Left Coast Happenings 


Street Newz offers no guarantee that this info is accurate, or that the events will actually occur. Full events list published weekly at relativenewz.ca. 


Mondays 

Alt Mondays 
Tuesdays 
Tuesdays 
Tuesdays 

2nd Tuesdays 
Wednesdays 
Wednesdays 
Wednesdays 
Wednesdays 
Wednesdays 
Wednesdays 
3rd Wednesdays 
Thursdays 

2nd Thursdays 
Fridays 

Fourth Fridays 
Last Fridays 
Sat Mornings 
Saturdays 
Saturdays 

4th Saturdays 
Sat & Sun 

Alt. Sundays 
Sundays 
Sundays 
Sundays 

4th Sundays 
Monthly 
Monthly 

All month 
Ongoing 

Mar 27-Apr 1st 
Thurs Mar 29th 
Thurs Mar 29th 
Fri Mar 30th 
Fri Mar 30th 
Sat Mar 31st 
Sat Mar 31st 
Sat Mar 31st 
Sat Mar 31st 
Sun Apr 1st 
Sun Apr 1st 
Mon Apr 2nd 
Thurs Apr 5th 
Apr 11-13th 
Wed Apr 11th 
Apr 11 - 26th 
Thurs Apr 12th 
Apr 12-15th 
Apr 13 & 14th 
Sat Apr 14th 
Sun Apr 15th 
Apr 15-21st 
Mon Apr 16th 
Tues, Apr 17th 
Wed Apr 18th 
Thurs Apr 19th 
Apr 19 & 21th 
Fri Apr 20th 
Fri Apr 20 

Sat Apr 21st 
May 1-10th 
May 2-6th 
May 9-13th 
Thurs May 17 
May 23 - June 1st 
Wed May 30th 
July 15-21st 
Sept 7-9th 
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Movie Monday - 6:30 pm, Eric Martin Pavilion (1900 block Fort St. by donation 595-FLIC or www.islandnet.com/mm 
Victoria Peace Coalition - 7:30 pm, dolcla@islandnet.com 

Voice of Palestine - 8-9 pm (PST) on 102.7FM. Listen live at http://www.coopradio.org/listen, archives in Audio Clips. 
Vic Bluegrass Assoc Jams 1620 Fernwood, Orange Hall, 7:30 pm 472-6483 free for listeners, $2 for players - all levels 
Drop-in, $10. Beg: 7-8 pm, Adv: 8:15-9:15 pm 521 Superior Info 386-1054 Drums provided. 
Green Drinks - Queen Mother Waterside Cafe, 407 Swift St 5-7 pm. Info: www.qmwaterside.ca or www.greendrinks.org 


Hand Drumming 


Falun Gong faluninfo.net. Fernwood Community Centre, 1240 Gladstone 5-7 p.m. Info: (250)995-1494 free 

Peace Vigils @ the Legislature, noon - 1 pm, except 1st Wednesdays @7 pm - Imagine: War Never Again 477-1944 
Recreational Drum Circle - 7pm, Dwntwn Community Act Ctr, 755 Pandora Free, Drums provided, all levels. 383-0076 

SOLID (Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers) except welfare day, 7-9 pm, 1947 Cook St.$3 bus fare reimbursed 
Integrative Health Forum: INFORM yourself about health, 7-8pm, Free, 229, 560 Johnson-Market Square www.pacificrimcollege.ca 
Committee to End All Homelessness 7-9 pm, place TBA - victoria@communitysolidarity.org, 812-1099 

Communities Solidarity Coalition - Activist Social - 5th St. Bar & Grill, Quadra & Hillside, 5 pm. Info - 480-0533 

Committee to End All Homelessness - power lunch - noon, Our Place - 713 Johnson St. 

South Island Health Coalition meetings 2 pm, BCGEU Building, 2994 Douglas St., 381-0033 

Coffeehouse discussion group 7:30 pm JJ's coffeehouse in Brentwood Bay 7:30 pm Info: sue_stroud@hotmail.com 

Café Simpatico, Activist coffeehouse, 1923 Fernwood. Doors at 7 pm. casc@telus.net , 598-7690, communitypipe.org 

Propel Yourself! Victoria Critical Mass Bike Rides - Centennial Square, 5 pm. bring bike, board, helmet, lights, bliss. 

Sikh meditation -all welcome 6-7 am, Gurdwara Singh Sabha Society (470 Cecelia Rd) Info: jindi@hotmail.com 
Neighbourhood Plastic Recycling - soft & hard plastics,and styrofoam 382-4604, www.pacificmobiledepots.com 

Tour Merve Wilkinson's Wildwood Forest, Ladysmith Info: Jay, 250-245-5540, www.ecoforestry.ca/WildwoodMap.htm 

Soft Plastic Recycling-Carnarvon Pk,Oak Bay,930-1230 pm,370-7736,oakgreen@telus.net,www.pacificmobiledepots.com 
Falun Gong faluninfo.net 10-noon, Beacon Hill Pk, across from petting zoo, all winter. 250-995-1494 free 

Sierra Club Nature Outings - Call Nikko for more details at 386-5255 x241, www.sierraclub.ca/bc 

Victoria Folk Music Society 7:30pm, Norway House, 1110 Hillside www.pacificcoast.net/~vfms or 413-3213, 24 hrs 

Immigrant Youth (12-18) Group @ ICA - 930 Balmoral, 1-3 pm 388-4728 or youth@icavictoria.org 

Join Victoria's Food Not Bombs and prepare, cook, and/or clean-up on Sundays (see pg 7) 383-5144 extension 1940 

Council of Canadians Coffee Nights 6:30-8:30 pm, Black Stilt Café, 103-1633 Hillside Ave. Info: 220-5355 

Faith in Action -a multi-faith coalition working to put more heart into BC’s income assistance. www.bcfaithinaction.ca 

Vancouver Island Vegetarian Associaton (VIVA) Potlucks www.islandveg.com 

CRD Parks outings and explorations for all ages. 478-3344 www.crd.bc.ca/parks/brochure2.htm 

Auditions for Spilt Milk Improv Comedy Troupe 479-3374, spiltmilk@centralmail.com, www.spiltmilkcomedy.com 

Puente Theatre & The Belfry present The Meli Festival - Info: www.puentetheatre.ca, www.belfry.bc.ca, (250) 592-4367 

Dining Out For Life (Vancouver Island), fundraiser for for AIDS Vancouver Island Info: www.DiningOutForLife.com, 1-800-665-2437, 386-0020 
Alive and Free 3 - a benefit for Tre Arrow 6-10 pm, Solstice Cafe (529 Pandora), $5-10 suggested donation. Info: www.trearrow.org 
Traversing the Great Turning - Implications for Democratic Action, 1:30-3:30, St. John the Divine, 1611 Quadra 

Vic Anarchist Reading Circles: The Beehive Collective: Tales of Ants & Economics, 7-9 pm,1810b Store St, donation, www.beehivecollective.org 
Public Forum: Bi-racial families in Victoria, 10-2, Blanshard Community Centre 

Treasure your Community - 10-3 pm, 547 Michigan St. (James Bay) Info: ccampbell@jbcp.bc.ca 

The Art of Education fundriswer for Room to Read. 10-4, Lansdowne School, 1765 Lansdowne Info: www.hyggelig.ca 

The Very First Wisdom Council reportback - 4-5:30, Fairfield New Horizons, 380 Cook St. Info: prana4@shaw.ca 

10th Annual Corporate Golden Piggie Awards - giving them what they deserve. 2-4 pm, Roxy Theatre (Quadra @ Hillside). by donation. 

“No Foolin Dinner’” - Politics can Be Fun, 5:24 pm, McMorran’s Beach House, Cordova Bay. Tickets - $49.99, call 652-3278 

Sustainability Day at Camosun College - 10am to 7pm, 3100 Foul Bay Rd Info: www.camosunstudent.org/csea/index.html, 516-7914 
Drilling for oil in the Haida Gwaii - presentation and discussion. 7 pm, Sidney Library (on Resthaven) 

Housing Solutions for Small Communities, Hornby Island Info: ceec@telus.net, (250) 335-1155, www.realhornby.com/events 

Awareness Video Night - “Venezuela Rising” w/ filmmaker Alvin “Skipper” Bailey, Ed. Milne Theatre, 6218 Sooke Rd. by donation. Info 642-6635. 
Stressed? Come Walk the Labyrinth - UVic Interfaith Chapel. Free. M:9-9, Tues-Thurs: 9-5pm Info: 721-8338 

CINEMA NIGHT: “An Inconvenient Truth” - 7-9 pm, Queenswood Centre (2494 Arbutus Rd.), by donation. 

Intrepid Theatre: LEGOLAND (Atomic Vaudeville) - @ the Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra (@ Johnson) intrepidtheatre.com, (250)383-2663 
Empowering Youth to Make Constructive Change Conference Info: www.kimfoundation.com or smckerlich@shaw.ca 

VICS Fundraiser- “No More Drug War” Filmfest and community dialogue 12:30-4:30 pm $10/5 Info: 250-884-9821; phil@thevics.com 

Nat'l Aboriginal Holocaust Remembrance Day - A Call to Unite Info: www.hiddenfromhistory.org, 250-753-3345 

National Volunteer Week, Info: lori@volunteervictoria.bc.ca 

Labyrinth Workshop - UVic Interfaith Chapel. 7-9 pm, Free. Info: 721-8338 

Youbou Timberless Society Class Action suit goes to the BC Supreme Court. Info: www.savebcjobs.com or (250) 746-8684 

Tre Arrow’s Bail Hearing, Vancouver Courthouse - www.trearrow.org 

The Gift of Dyslexia - Ronald David, Author @ Fairfield Community Place (1334 Thurlow Rad.), 7 pm. Info: 598-2595 or paul@learningvictory.com 
Intrepid Theatre: RIYOKU BUTOH - @ the Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra (@ Johnson) intrepidtheatre.com, (250)383-2663 

Conservation Connection 2007 - 9-4:30, Victoria City Hall Info: 995-2428, www.hat.bc.ca 

Spirituality, Hope, and the Future of Our Planet - w/Guy Dauncey, 7-9pm, Queenswood Ctr (2994 Arbutus). $25 Info: 477-3822 

26th Annual Earth Walk -- noon at Centennial Square - Info: www.EarthWalkVictoria.ca, 216 5903, www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-JCrOVuzck 
The Gulf Islands Film & Television School - 10 day Media Production Program for Activists Info: www.GIFTSfilms.com, 1.800.813.9993 
Intrepid Theatre: FAMOUS PUPPET DEATH SCENES - @ the Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra (@ Johnson) intrepidtheatre.com, (250)383-2663 
Intrepid Theatre: THE ADVENTURES OF ALI & ALI AND THE AXES OF EVIL - @ Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra, intrepidtheatre.com, 383-2663 
John Graham’s Extradition Hearing, Vancouver Info: grahamdefense.org 

Intrepid Theatre: 10th Annual UNO FESTIVAL! - @ the Metro Studio, 1411 Quadra (@ Johnson) intrepidtheatre.com, (250)383-2663 

Fire in the Song: Religion, Ritual and Reconciliation, 12:30-2:30,Rm 105, Harry Hickman Bldg @ UVic, 721-8777 or dispute.resolution.uvic.ca 
Victoria School of Writing - SUMMER SCHOOL Info: (250) 595-3000, www.victoriaschoolofwriting.org 

Victoria's 2nd Anarchist Bookfair - 11-6 pm, 749 Pandora St. Reg. now for tables, workshops. Info: www.myspace.com/victoriaanarchistbookfair 
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hess is Mere 
by cyann ray 


Oprah did a show recently arranging for some fancy, shmancy 
decorators to make over small, living spaces. One woman’s 
Manhattan flat was less than 300 sq ft. She joyously proclaimed 
there was nowhere else she would rather live and considered her 
life full, rich and completely satisfying. Another little apartment 
of less than 300 sq ft housed a young couple with their infant son. 
They too felt content living their tiny, efficient lives. 


I’ve lived in about 300 sq ft for almost 6 years and like those 
folks on Oprah, I love my small living space. And although I was 
initially concerned over storage space, the downsizing process was 
both liberating and insightful. Living in a small space forced me to 
make brave decisions about what really matters and, as importantly, 
what doesn’t. More space seems to translate into more stuff and do 
we really need more stuff? 


As I cycle through different neighbourhoods in town I can’t help 
but notice the huge homes with expansive yards. There never seems 
to be much life in these places other than the occasional gardener 
riding a mower or blowing leaves around. I suppose the inhabitants 
are all out working so that they may pay for this massive home 
and huge, empty yard. Unless a couple are raising seven kids, two 
dogs and a cat, I really don’t see how one can defend needing 
considerably more square footage than most of us. 


When I see the hundreds of streetfolks huddled together in 
doorways and alcoves, or trudging along carrying all they own in 
a tattered pack, I’m as confused as I am concerned. It just doesn’t 
seem right to me that so many have so much extra space (and extra 
stuff) while even more people survive with so much less. 


I never set out to live in a tiny flat but with a dog and limited funds 
my options were few. Over the years financial and residential 
restrictions have reshaped my shopping habits. Garage-saling, for 
example, was one of my favorite activities and over the last several 
decades I’ve acquired tons of treasures and most of my furnishings 
and housewares at bargain prices. And while nobody would argue 
that getting a handmade quilt for a buck or a toaster-oven for a 
toonie are great deals that shouldn’t be passed over, I’ve had to 
reconsider such purchases due to my limited space. Do I really 
need more stuff....even if it is a deal? No...not really. 


That couple on Oprah with the child had a 10% rule. They kept 
their home at 90% full allowing them to make 10% purchases. 
And rather than topping up at 100% capacity, they incorporated an 
exchange or recycling process to keep their home at 90% full. If 
a new suit was purchased, an old one was donated. If a new lamp 
entered the home, perhaps a small table was given away. Living in 
a limited space makes you conscientious about what you buy and 
as new items come home with you, older items are bagged up and 
donated or maybe you have a garage sale of your own! 


But what if you’re one of those folks living in thousands of 
square feet? Having all that extra space pretty much invites you to 
over-consume. And I'd like to think that in today’s enlightened, 
politically correct, environmentally conscious culture that even 
die-hard capitalists can see what’s wrong with over-consumption. 
Let’s not forget that our planet Earth is essentially a finite resource 
and we should ALL be using our resources as efficiently as possible 
regardless of how much stuff we can afford to buy and how much 
space we have to store it. 


Waste not - want not.....isn’t that a golden rule? Imagine if we were 
all provided with a smallish but totally adequate space to live. No 
huge homes full of emptiness and too much stuff and no souls living 
out of shopping carts. I realize this idea may seem contentious to 
most, but I truly believe that extravagance, indulgence and over- 
consumption are bad and that being able to carve out a satisfying 
existence with less space and less stuff is good. 


Less IS more because embracing that less mentality and lifestyle 
would ultimately allow for more folks to share in the abundant 
resources available to us. It’s certainly worth considering next time 
you’re out shopping. Whether it’s for more treasures and bric-a- 
brac at a weekend garage sale, or for a new 3,600 sq ft home, we 
should all rethink how much space we really need and how we 
should be filling that space. 


Sign on the Veterans’ 
ee in Berkeley, 
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THE IDEOLOGICAL BASIS 
FOR TAX CUTS AND 
SMALL GOVERNMENT MANTRA 


by Gerry Masuda 


Both the federal and BC governments are 
forecasting budget surpluses. They are 
both talking about tax cuts to ‘use up these 
surpluses.” But what is a government budget 
‘surplus’ when there are important unmet needs 
outstanding? How can Steven Harper and 
Gordon Campbell state they have surpluses 
when there are important unmet needs in the 
social, education, medical areas and essential 
infrastructure modernization? 


Ever since former Finance Minister Paul Martin 
severely cut back all government expenses to 
balance the federal budget, very large federal 
surpluses have been generated each year. These 
surpluses were not used to restore funding to 
compensate for the obvious unnecessesarily 
severe cuts made in social programs and transfer 
payments. In stead, they were primarily used to 
give tax cuts to rich individuals and corporations 
who do not need these tax cuts to pay for 
essential family expenses or keep corporations 
from going broke. These tax cuts are merely a 
transfer of wealth from the less wealthy to the 
very wealthy. 


In the case of BC, we have poverty, 
homelessness, inadequate funding to education, 
to health care. Campbell has also recently 
informed municipalities that they will have to 
finance 50% of new capital projects. His current 
budget have further cuts to social programs. 


It is now obvious to me that the mantra TAX 
CUTS AND SMALLER GOVERNMENTS 
is ideologically driven not driven by essential 
needs. 


I think it is time for all taxpayers to question 
what funding is required to meet essential 
government functions of government and what 
‘surpluses’ mean when there are important 
unmet needs at the provincial and municipal 
levels. 


Remembering Georgina 


from Kevin Neish 


My partner and 

comrade of 30 

years, Georgina 

Viola Neish, 

passed away at 

7:00 Saturday 

morning March 17, 

St Patrick’s Day 

(apropos for a fiery, 

red haired, part Irish 

gal). 

She had bravely fought for over three years 
after a very serious and strong cancer had 
struck her. She died peacefully at home, 
in her own bed, beside me, with no pain, 
just as she had wanted. Her sister Irma 
and husband Al from the Yukon have been 
saviours by staying with us for the last two 
and a half months. She asked that there 
be no memorial service. Her ashes will be 
spread in the salt water slough on our Port 
Renfrew farm. 


Georgina was born in ‘53 into a logger/ 
farmer family and grew up in Pouce Coupe 
B.C. up in the Peace River Country. She 
has numerous relatives in Northern B.C., 
Alberta, the Yukon (and Kanata Ont). We 
met in 1976. 


For over 30 years we worked side by 
side on numerous political social justice 
projects, renovated three houses and raised 
Jennifer. In her own right she was a very 
skilled and knowledgeable alternative health 
therapist, herbalist, Registered Massage 
therapist, certified counselor & on and on. 


There is obviously a lot more that could and 
should be said but I don’t have it in me right 
now to write any more. Take care and thanks 
for all your friendship and kindness over the 
years with the hope that it will continue. 


Another Seal Massacre will destroy Canada’s image abroad 


By Dr. Inge Bolin 


Canada has long held an esteemed place among 
the nations of the world. Now, with the biggest 
and most cruel massacre of marine mammals 
ever to take place in the history of humankind, 
the people one meets abroad cringe when they 
hear the word Canada. Some walk away with 
pain showing on their faces. Others ask what 
kind of a society we are to let sealers and a 
government that supports their cruel actions 
dictate our lives. 


After viewing the bone chilling photos and 
videos of the seal massacre that are shown all 
over the world except in Canada, people often 
ask whether we are cowards who do not dare 
to confront such atrocities on the Canadian ice. 
They shudder as they see hundreds of thousands 
of baby seals clubbed to death with their skins 
torn off while many are still alive and their 
mothers look on in horror. Veterinarians on the 
scene established that the skulls of 40 percent of 
the skinned baby seals were not crushed. These 
images of extreme cruelty are deeply imbedded 
in people’s minds, images that return when they 
hear the word Canada. Many people told me that 
for this reason they will never visit this country. 


Most Canadians respect life in all its forms. Why 
don’t they speak up against the seal massacre? Is 
it because the media refuses to show what really 
happens on the Canadian ice, just as they refuse 
to observe that Canada has the worst animal 
protection record in the developed world, as 
well as being the biggest per capita polluter in 
the world? Apart from the excellent work of 
Dr. David Suzuki and some other Canadians 
who inform us, most of us must uncover these 
embarrassing facts when we are abroad. 


Will Canada make the world 
suffer again with another seal 
massacre this year, just to 
clothe ignorant people with 
hundreds of thousands of 
tiny seal furs? This ruthless 
commercial atrocity cannot 
be compared with the Inuit 
people taking a seal from time J 
to time, honoring its spirit and 
using all its parts. 


What does Canada gain from 
the seal massacre? 16 million 
dollars? Probably much less 
since the world abhors the 
immense cruelty involved. Or 
do we have leaders too stubborn 
to admit what is happening 


Victoria Street Newz 


in Canada? When 

the European 

Parliament passed 

a resolution to ban 

harp and hooded seal 

products, fisheries 

minister Loyola 

Hearn responded: 

“if they want a 

war over this, they 

bloody well got one” $ 

(Humane Society of § 

the US, 9/29/2006). 

What a disgrace 

to this country at a 

time when we need to cooperate peacefully at 
a global level to work against climate change 
that has repercussions much more severe than 
originally expected and within not too distant 
a future may drown our cities and cause mass 
starvation. 


Why did Canada refuse the millions of dollars 
for the poverty stricken sealers offered by 
Animal Protection Agencies, as well as Cathy 
Kangas’ 16 million dollars, and Lennie d’ Hart’s 
12 million Euros to end the horrible spectacle 
once and for all? Do our leaders not understand 
that boycotts in snow crabs alone have cost 
this country 350 million dollars so far? (HSUS 
12/03/2007). And what about the lost tourist 
dollars? Not many want to travel to a place that 
permits so much pain and suffering. 


If Canadians are concerned and compassionate 
enough to stop the seal hunt once and for all, they 
could resuscitate this country’s ailing reputation. 
Should another seal hunt occur, however, it will 
not only be deadly for the seals, but to Canada’s 
image abroad as well. 





FROM THE BOONDOCKS i 


By Ceritanne 


Gordon Campbell is infamous for ruling like some tin-pot despot in a Banana Republic. 
If existing laws, rules or regulations don’t suit his corporate plans, he simply opens up the 
Legislative Building and legislates new laws. Or not. Whatever suits. 


Enter TILMA. Who even heard of TILMA until a few short months ago? Raise your hands. 
Huh, no show. No surprise. 


What is TILMA? TILMA is the BC/Alberta Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility 
Agreement that goes far beyond existing trade agreements. After zero consultation with 
the general public TILMA was signed by British Columbia and Alberta in April, 2006, and 
although few people still realize it even exists, will come into effect on April Fools Day 
2007. 


By way of a quick definitive explanation Alberta’s Minister of International and 
Intergovernmental Relations, Gary Mar, has said that TILMA is “everything Canadian 
business asked for.” Nervous yet? Hey, how about the people who pay the bills, when do 
we get everything we’ve been asking for? Well, it appears the short answer to that question 
is NEVER. Not under TILMA. 


Why? Because as the Center for Policy Alternatives states, “TILMA is a radical solution to a 
problem Canadians have not identified, as inter-provincial barriers do not figure anywhere in 
the list of their concerns. This may be one reason why the public was not consulted in either 
Alberta or BC before TILMA was signed.” 


Within the federal system, provinces have very important powers to exercise on behalf of 
their citizens. TILMA constrains those powers by making commercial interests the paramount 
consideration in policy making. TILMA coerces governments to disregard demands for higher 
standards, even if these concerns are expressed by the majority of citizens. The agreement 
restricts the objectives that governments can pursue, and limits the means that can be used to 
achieve objectives. This erases not only borders, but also the powers of government.” (1) 


TILMA is all about inter-provincial trade barriers and these “barriers” have been dealt with, 
prior to TILMA, under the Agreement on Internal Trade that came into effect on July 1, 1995. 
The AIT was an agreement between the federal, provincial and territorial governments to 
reduce and eliminate, to the extent possible, barriers to the free movement of persons, goods, 
services and investment within Canada and to establish an open, efficient and stable domestic 
market. 


So, how come TILMA? Under the existing Agreement on Internal Trade, “the existing 
regulatory regimes may be grounded in local values, social traditions and economic conditions. 
They cannot be dissolved overnight. For this reason, achieving comprehensive agreement on 
standards and regulations is a long term and arduous process. Yet, intergovernmental tensions 
are a fundamental feature of federations and Canada, with its attachment to the virtues of 
compromise and negotiation, is well suited to the task. The AIT may not have been a bold 
stroke but it was a quintessentially Canadian solid first step.” (2) 


Also, the elimination of trade barriers has long been a priority of the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce. See where this is going? The AIT did not go far enough. 


TILMA is designed to give power to the corporate sector by taking it away from the public. 
TILMA is also designed to reconcile all existing regulations, rolling them all up into one nice, 
neat ball...a one-size fits all...permanently freezing BC and Alberta regulatory policies and 
let’s get on with the show of making money for business. ..unless some future government 
withdraws from the agreement. 


“TILMA can only result in pressures to deregulate. The requirement to reconcile regulations 
and standards is subject to enforcement by private investors, who are far more likely to 
launch complaints over regulations because they are too high rather than because they are 
too low.” (3) 


Unlike the Agreement on Internal Trade that recognized the regional and geographical 
differences prevalent within the land base of Canada, TILMA recognizes no such thing. 
Within geographic/regional areas there are many valid reasons to have zoning restrictions. 
However, having one “universal” law governing all regions is not only ill conceived but 
dangerous. It may be easier for commerce to circumnavigate but, in the long run, failing to 
recognize the uniqueness of geographic regions will cost. A glaring example springs to mind 
with all the CN derailments. The train engines being used are not meant for operation within 
BC terrain. One size does not fit all. 


Quoting the words of Engineer Gord Rhodes concerning the fate of Don Faulkner and 
Tommy Dodd, victims of a CN derailment, it turns out the locomotive wasn’t equipped with 
a very important safety measure called dynamic brakes and that CN was running a flatland 
train along mountainous track, “It’s a unit that should never be used in the mountains, it’s 
not designed for the type of work that [it] was being used for. It’s a prairie engine,” said 
Rhodes. 


Rhodes and others believe dynamic brakes would have saved the lives of Tommy Dodd and 
Don Faulkner. “If that was a unit that had dynamic braking and it was working, we would not 
be talking today. And my two friends would still be alive,” Rhodes tells W-FIVE. (4) 


For the expediency of operating a flat line prairie train over that of a mountain train, two men 
lost their lives and there have been a rash of derailments within BC. Would TILMA rectify 
this problem? Hardly. As Paul Moist, CUPE National President correctly observed and wrote 
within an article entitled, Trade Pact Gives up Provincial Rights, “Many of the differences 
between provinces reflect different realities and legitimate decisions made to serve citizens. 
They are not trade barriers: they are democratic choices.” 


What action may citizens take? The Council of Canadians (5) suggests that “Citizens across 
Canada must tell their local councilors and legislators to make fighting TILMA a priority at 
the municipal and provincial levels.” 


Bearing in mind that Canada is a federal system and Section 121 of the Canadian Constitution 
prohibits the use of inter-provincial tariffs, the Section and subsequent judicial interpretation 
have clearly allowed provinces to use non-tariff barriers (for example, regulations) to 
fragment the internal market and to provide obstacles to universal standards, thus for example 
permitting provinces with good social services to avoid privatization, therefore, it would 
appear, citizens have the advantage of protection within the Constitution. (6) 


Hazarding a guess, Constitutional lawyers should be consulted with and quickly. Pushing our 
NDP MLA’s and Opposition Critics to do so may be part of the remedy. 


Sources: 

(1) policyalternatives.ca/documents/BC_Office_Pubs/bc_2007/bc_ab_tilma_summary.pdf 

(2) www.cric.ca/en_html]/guide/internal_trade/internal_trade.html#agreement 

(3) policyalternatives.ca/documents/BC_Office_Pubs/bc_2007/bc_ab_tilma_summary.pdf 

(4) www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTV News/20070209/wfive_derailments_070209/20070210?hub=WFive 
(5) www.canadians.org/DI/issues/TILMA/backgrounder.html 

(6) www.capcollege.bc.ca/programs/europe/__shared/assets/canada26096.pdf 
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by Brian Mason 


To borrow a phrase from Michael Moore, was is it all just a dream? It 
happened to me again, this time at a public input meeting in mid-February 
sponsored by the City of Victoria and a few “progressive” organizations. 
The second in the Neighbourhood Workshop Series 2007, it was engagingly 
billed “Greenways: “The Walkable, Bikeable City.” Subtracting the folks 
who had to be there as part of their jobs or volunteer obligations left about 
twenty of us to contribute fodder for this never-fully-explained bureaucratic 
process. 


The hosts were suitably prepared and engaging; we, the audience (myself 
included), seemed well-meaning and good-intentioned. I think we were all 
there because we thought the process might have some value and because 
we believed in the rightness of our cause. Or some such things, of which, 
at times, it’s hard to convince oneself. Regardless, I came away with the 
strange, disconnected feeling that I had just partaken in an event that wasn’t, 
on some level, part of the real world. 


All the requisite paraphernalia were in place for a regular meeting. A plain 
room in city hall, tables and chairs arranged to promote discussion, maps 
and photos of the city on coloured display at the front of the room, bottled 
water, juice and tea for helping oneself to at the back. It was all there. 


When the meeting got underway, it unfolded much as one might expect of 
such an event. Participant introductions followed welcoming comments by 
the officials; then, more elaborative speeches from a city special-projects 
manager and representatives of cycling groups, all intended to set an 
optimistic tone and recall past accomplishments. There were small-group 
discussions reported back to the larger (sic) group, followed by a short burst 
of indignantly spirited conversation brought to an end with comments of 
appreciation and the winding-up of the evening. All in all, it was a pleasant 
time among (mostly) like-minded people. 


There were handouts, one green-bound report especially catching my 
attention, not least because of its title: City of Victoria Greenways Plan. 
Here it was between the covers, a vision, adopted by city council in 2003, 
to provide “a superb, human-scaled, people-friendly environment so that 
pedestrians, cyclists and other non-motorized users will be rewarded with a 
safe, enjoyable and engaging experience as they use Greenways.” Could it 
be true? It sounded fantastic, a grasping reach for the ideal city where cars 
were diminished. 


But wait, what were Greenways? Well, how else to put this — Greenways, 
as I learned from reading further into the report, were almost exclusively 
roadways. That’s right, existing asphalt streets for carrying cars, buses, 
trucks. With some gussying up to make them a “superb” experience for the 
non-motorised among us who would gaze wonderingly at said motorised 
traffic from our proper places on the (slightly beautified and maybe a little 
wider) sidewalk or from the precariousness of a new bike lane sandwiched 
between parked and moving traffic. 


Of course, not all streets, in fact only a few streets, would become Greenways. 
Most of Victoria, notwithstanding the grand vision of the Greenways Plan, 
would remain the monopoly of the private automobile. Greenways would 
be like exceptions to the rule, something furtively snaking between the roar 
and the bustle of motorised traffic. Here be joggers, skateboarders, kids 
playing, dog walkers, cyclists, pedestrians, battery-operated wheelchairs 
and scooters, and electric bikes transporting in joyous harmony, squeezed 
into the least available space, as cars whiz obliviously by. 


Lest some readers still harbour a palpable excitement for this unfolding vision, 
be forewarned that the unfolding would be gradual, in the extreme. The 
complete, unabridged current annual capital budget for the Greenways Plan 
is $80,000. Embarrassed at having to confess such a paltry sum, the special 
projects manager, when queried, offered up that it can be supplemented with 
contributions from other departments’ budgets, bringing the annual total up 
to “a few hundred thousand dollars.” 


That’s it. Less than the price of a new, one-bedroom condominium in Victoria 
are the total dollars scraped together by city officials and politicians to build 
the Greenways Plan, to create that envisioned superbness. And this from a 
city with an annual general operating budget of just over $61 million (not 
including expenditures on police and library services, debt servicing and 
a few other millions-of-dollars items, like transfers to the capital budget). 
It did not escape my notice that the cost to “greenway” one short street 
adjacent to the new arena (and what an ironic location to do so) cost about 
$300,000. 


It was, altogether, an evening of phantasmagoria, visions of walking and 
cycling ideality heaved earthward by the patter of bureaucracy. Green 
terminology deceptively co-opted by the administration, skewered as so 
much trope. Money, power and influence elsewhere allocated. If to choose 
a technology is to choose a way of life, we have, in the internal combustion 
engine, chosen badly — yet we cannot quite bring ourselves to admit it. We 
try instead to loft it into the clouds between green covers. 


Afterwards, leaving city hall to re-enter my world, I dodged cars in the dark 
and the falling rain of Pandora Street, my dream dissolving amid the rolling 
traffic noise. 


Brian Mason is a writer, philosopher and dreamer living in James Bay. 





Page 8 


Further Musings on Canada’s Role in Afghanistan 


by Don Startin 


On Wednesday, February 14th, Canada’s Chief of Staff, 
General Hillier, was interviewed on “The Current,” a CBC 
morning talk show. When asked if Taliban soldiers, or 
suspects arrested or captured by our troops are tortured by 
the Afghan authorities, he replied that they could be. When 
asked if he thought that this was appropriate, he dodged 
the question by replying that he hoped the human rights jf 


situation in Afghanistan would improve. 


On Friday, February 23rd, an agreement was signed between 


A © 


the Canadian Commander in Afghanistan and the Afghan , 


Independent Human Rights Commission’s 


Kandahar saf 


manager, Abdul Quadar Noorzai. Mr. Moorzai agreed to act as watchdog for suspects and 


with the article that this “secret agreement .. 


prisoners of war 


yH NS ig turned in by 
Nh eth Ti Aba Canadian troops. 


Tam most puzzled 
to know what 
this gentleman 
can do to protect 
prisoners once 
they have been 
sent down the 

i pipeline to 
Kabul. 


The article in the 
Times Colonist 
of March Ist 
from which I get 
my information 
was downloaded 
from Canadian 
Press, and 
Agence-France 
Presse. I agree 


. papers over” concerns that our troops are handing 


new prisoners to the Americans or Afghans who may torture them. Only our soldiers can 


ensure that their prisoners-of-war are not abused. 


I had hoped to deal with be LO aaa E w 


this topic much later in 
my series, but memories 
are short, and the article 
on page 2 of the T.C. was 
small. It behooves me to 
work on this one right 
away. 


We must begin by ironing 
out the semantics - what 
we mean by various 


words. Insurgents 
are people who rise {o 
in active revolt. We 
must remember that 
the Taliban were the 
recognized government, 
and that the Americans 
came in, supported the 
Northern Alliance - the 


true insurgents - and drove the Taliban into the mountains. The Americans, being part of 
NATO, then suckered NATO to come and given them a hand so that they could invade Iraq. 
So it is us who are the insurgents, and the Taliban who are the government under duress. 
Remember the Taliban government never surrendered or signed a peace treaty. They just 
soldiered on, and this is why all prisoners should be treated as prisoners-of-war and given their 


full rights under the Geneva Convention. 


This aspect of our troops’ one year old role in Kandahar Province should be extremely troubling 
to us all, because, in my opinion it makes all voting Canadians’ party to torture. We can to some 
extent get ourselves off the hook by writing to our MP, and the Prime Minister, demanding that 
all Canadian detainees and prisoners-of-war be held in a Canadian facility where the Geneva 
Convention on prisoners-of-war is scrupulously observed, and interrogations are observed by 
Canadians. It will be expensive, but essential if our troops are not to be seen as running dogs 


of the American imperialist agenda. 


It is my understanding that Afghans 
on both sides of the recent internecine 
struggles were far from angels when 
it came to treatment of prisoners and 
committed atrocities against the civilian 
populations of towns and villages that 
opposed them. Our NATO allies, and our 
own troops, could well be excused for 
getting rough with detainees. Two NATO 
soldiers were found dead recently, having 
been disembowelled alive. However, we 
won no hearts by abusing or torturing 
detainees or prisoners-of-war no matter 
what charges they may face. 


I would like to draw the attention of 
Street Newz readers to a very interesting 
publication put out by COAT - the Coalition 
to Oppose the Arms Trade (541 McLeod 
St., Toronto, KIR 5R2). Cost: $8. Title: 
The New Face of Terror in Afghanistan: 
How So-Called Democracy Empowered 


our Allies - the Fundamentalists, Warlords, and Drug Barons. Try and get hold of a copy if 


you can, and also join their organization. 


Unless I am distracted by some earth shattering development in the big A, in the May edition 
we will take up our history of that troubled country in 1992 when the Mujahidine occupied 


Kabul. 
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A Call To Action 


by Florence Richard 





“Underlying all the surface changes 
of present-day history, the reality and 
paramount importance of a single basic 
event is becoming daily more manifest: 
namely, the rise of the masses, with its 
natural corollary, the socialization of 
[Hu]Mankind.” 


Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 


The above statement was written many years 
ago. The writer was a man of science, a 
paleontologist and catholic priest, whose books were banned by his church 
and were not published until after his death. 


His contention was, that all the pain, poverty, war and terror suffered by 
the many in our world, is a crucible we are obliged to navigate through, in 
order to arrive at our own unfolding and evolvement, our ‘socialization.’ 
It is a crucible of agony. It is unjust, but it’s the way it is. 


Humanity is a gregarious species. As we understand and anticipate our 
own potential as individuals, we feel the need to combine with others in 
order to fulfill our destiny. It is the dispossessed who must lead the way 
because we have no choice, and there is no where else to go. 


Those of us who grew up during the nineteen thirties can remember when 
a quart of milk or a loaf of bread was less than ten cents. You could rent a 
three or four bedroom house for $20.00 a month. However, the poor were 
in the same position then as they are now. If one has no money the goods 
are still out of reach. 


Our city streets today are teeming with the homeless, while food prices 
rise and rents are out of sight. Some people are working twelve or more 
hours every day, at several different jobs, in an attempt to pay rent and buy 
necessities. Those who are on welfare, or without any source of income, 
are begging. This continues while provincial and national governments 
boast of unprecedented surpluses, and corporations rack up profits soaring 
into the billions of dollars. How could it be otherwise while governments 
are controlled by Big Business? The corporate elite has long since revoked 
any sense of responsibility or even relationship to the greater humanity. 
Their only drive is gluttony for more profit. 


What sense does it make to keep plundering our natural resources, to 
make more widgets, which nobody needs or wants, and then spend more 
millions drumming up sales for said widgets? This is not only wasteful 
of our earthly treasures, it is an unconscionable waste of human resources 
and human spirit. 


What is urgently required is a Guaranteed Livable Income for all. In 
order to achieve this end, we need a detailed plan for implementing a new 
economy and social order. We need qualified economists, and professional 
personnel involved in social development, who can create a ‘position 
paper.’ A treatise that will be readily understandable to the average reader, 
the person literally on the street. It must also be presentable to any, and all, 
organizations: churches, labour, poverty groups, women’s organizations, 
and to all levels of political jurisdiction. 


There will always be nay-sayers. During the 1930s when the first talk 
of ‘Unemployment Insurance’ was bandied about, it was considered 
impossible, ridiculous, unworkable etc. etc. Does anyone think of 
‘Employment Insurance’ in those terms today? In its turn, the ‘Universal 


| Health Care Program’ went through the same spate of derision. With all 


its faults the program is very much a part of what Canada is all about 


Hi today. 


All social programs that benefit the dispossessed will be fought tooth and 
claw by the ruling elite. Such programs will be preyed upon by profit 
seekers and down-graded wherever possible. Whatever gains are made by 
the common majority, puts them in constant battle to maintain those gains, 
but here again, that is the reality. 


At this point there is a need for buttressing from some knowledgeable and 
enterprising entity, to give strength and cohesion to the endeavour. Will 
Unionized Labour step up to the plate? 


Labour Unions, as of now, are devastated by plant closures and cut- 
backs throughout industrial and commercial enterprises. It seems natural 
that they would grasp this concept and run with it. Here is a vast new 
constituency for the beleaguered ‘Captains of Labour.’ They have long 
touted their ambition to ‘organize the unorganized.’ If they have any 
intention of pursuing that goal, there is no time like the present! 


In this particular circumstance, there is no other source of enlightened 
thought and action to call upon. Organized Labour is the only militant 
collective that has resources and knows the power of the opposition. Due 
to their long experience and reality orientation, it would seem that their 
strategy-planning, and guidance role is predetermined. 


The concept of a Livable Income for Everyone has long been in the human 
consciousness and advocated by an hundred or more prominent thinkers 
over the ages. Other than the above, those whose names would be familiar: 
Thomas Payne, Martin Luther King, Pierre Berton, to name but a few. 


The ‘masses’ will not forever wait, while the wealth they have produced, 
is usurped by ten to thirteen percent of the population. Flare-ups of anger 
and indignation are arising around the globe. They are always met with 
violence, and denial of human rights. This is to be expected, it’s the way 
it is. 

In Victoria it is the Status of Women Group (SWAG) that has again raised 
the cry for justice and a livable income for all. Is anybody listening? 


It is patently obvious why all funding for this organization has been cut by 
the Harper government. 


Florence Richard is an elder who has lived to see many changes that were 
deemed impossible. She’s called Victoria home for just over five years. 
Having lived through much turmoil and hardship, Florence remains vitally 
concerned for the welfare and dignity of the homeless and dispossessed. 
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Without Peace It Is Hard To Sleep 


It is hard to sleep without peace 
without peace time 

it is hard to sleep 

sleep time is difficult 

without peace 

without peace time 

it is tiresome 

place disturbances 

put things off 

off-balancing 

dalliances come confined 
wheelbarrowed off-kilterd 
teetering 

from crags 

cliff face 

hanging the noosed snot 
suspended 

drip-land upside-down 

a molt on a blown glass bulb 

on hot coals 

where peace time 

meets hot time 

on cold limes 

like a tongue pierces the opening onset 
of oozing from the centre of pineapple 
tingling from wind chimes. 


‘ 
SA 


Paul Burnside © 


NO MEANING 





Street Muzings 





The Real Cost of Renting 


A bucket of blood 

for each square inch. 

Sloshing over the sides 

I am seeping into the carpet, 
threadbare, worn, 

is it really worth it? 

This job you're doing, 

scheming for your Starbucks lattes 
and McDonald’s burger crimes, 

is it really worth it? 

Is your life really only about 

your 2 d.v.d. rentals a week 

and keeping up with the internet? 
When was the last time 


If WAR Iš NoT a» truly stared at a sunset, 


you sunk your feet in the soil, 
EVIL... ad your toils? 
: WA Tei Just stopped working. 
THEN EVIL "5 Renting. 


Participating. 
Think about it. 
Before the blood, 
reaches the ceiling. 


Nicole Moyal 


Summer Days 


Summer comes, troubles cease. 
All summer needs is one seed I know 
For God's love is how this seed will grow. 
And Mother Nature's soothing rain. 
And with the sun it is complete 
And then it turns into 

a well-born tree. 


by Leo Neill, age 8 





hand pressed hard to walnut 
“| saw you pick up that lid, don’t bs me i'll 


smack your mouth em ty our pockets up 
against the wall worthless ##@ker..” 
lers in blue 
in the almost black 
loaded barrels purchase 
loaded purses 
anda power high 
paid by taxes 
dull razor thugs 
corrupting my simple attempts to score 
ona rainy 
downtown evening 
Í play it tough 
hide the e of my tears 
in the droplets 
from the sk 
from my collar, turned 
up against the passers-by, against 
the rain and the cold, soon 
ainted slabs of cool steel smear 
ike a stab against my cheek 
i slide pee i cruisers door 
to the sobriety of the concrete 
as this riffled a 
-prick 
fumbles with cuffs cut 
deep, and at my back. 
getting me down 
on the sheet 
fora lousy dime-bag 
and the crime 
of being poor 
and having to buy 


on the street. 
Í: fisher 
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I wrote this while waiting to hear about the first American invasion 
of Iraq. Now we're waiting to hear if they're going to invade 
Iran. Has anything changed? 


HUMMINGBIRD MESSENGERS 


4/4 IECCGGGGCCCCFFCCGCC:JI| 
Ending CC 


Oh the hummingbirds of happiness are winging through the Spring 
As I hear them humming high, my heart begins to sing 

Bright ecstatic messengers who hover like the stars 

In flights of freedom, joy and peace and hope that flies afar... 


Now the roar of bombers splits the sky, once more people die 
Corporation logos decide who will survive 

People, all who now oppose war’s endless agony 

It’s time to strike for peace on earth and set our planet free... 


Let’s cast our vote for peaceful days and ways for wars to cease 
Abolish that old Council of Insecurity 

For each nation, one vote cast by World Court decree 

Use military budgets for food and green energy... 


Oh the hummingbirds of happiness are winging through the Spring 
As I hear them humming high, my heart begins to sing 

Bright ecstatic messengers who hover like the stars 

In flights of freedom, joy and peace and hope that flies afar... 


Now the people need clean water, many have no food to eat 
Children die from poisoned soil and air as tanks roll down their 
streets 

We can turn this all around, stop fighting dirty wars 

Use the United Nations to forge friendships near and far... 


We don’t need to follow blindly, nor to ape the USA 

We don’t need to waste our lives and our resources in war’s ways 
We can all be messengers like hummingbirds released 

And let our voices rise up high with messages of peace... 


We'll let our voices rise up high with messages of peace 
Janette Briere 2003 
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Bike trailers for 
every 
person and 
purpose 


1005 Broad St, 
between Broughton and Fort 


(250) 477-0146 


info@goodplanet.com 766 tty Road, 


Mill 
(250) 743 Pois 


tonyhoareshaw.ca, 
tonystrailers.com 


“After a hundred such occasions of house 
breaking and entering, the only terrorists 
Bill had seen for sure were himself and his 
buddies.” 


from Victoria based Hal Sisson’s newest book - 
386-B A K E Modus Operandi 9/11. (printed on forest friendly 
paper and available through www.halsisson.ca 


or GlobalOutlook.ca). 


Contact Tony to sponsor a trailer for a 
homeless person or ‘binner’ 








Express 
Yourself! 







Denise Savoie 


Member of Parliament for Victoria 






+ ee Write your 
© MP - 


Fichoria 






























= Car-share || remira 970 Blanshard Street 
Pa e e 30373600 
links to mlas www.denisesavoie.ca 

#12 Centennial Square Ir aee 


Tuesday to Friday 1pm to 5pm. [ioe 

Phone: (250) 995-0265 hem 
www.victoriacarshare.ca JOBS !! 
Sign up with 


Vancouver Island] REI U Ue. | 
Public Interest 


Standing up for you! Research Group Dentistry 


(VIPIRG) 


employment 
1020 Hillside Avenue TEn (it’s Aa he 
Phone: 250 360 2023 free). Sensitive 
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca Check it out at: 
http:// Patient 
; googlegroups. 
Rob Fleming, MLA. com/group/ DOCTOR DEANNA GEDDO DDS 


Victoria - Hillside ir eo poe #404-645 Fort St. 
~- subscribe or send 
Victoria, BC 


email to director@ 
vipirg.ca 250-389-0669 











ah 











Central America Support Committee 
Find a Computer a Home!! 


CASC 
Jim Butler and Larry Gagnon accept requests for and contributions of Join us tint Wednesday of every month: 
used computer components. They'll rebuild and redistribute internet 7:30 PM upstairs at 1923 Femwood Road 
capable computers. Email: casedtelus.nel 
Phone: 598-7490 
Free indefinite loan to low or no income people. Web: hitp:/'/cosc.communttypipe.org/ 


























init Gothpe house available by the cup or pound 
558-7090 - ‘1923 Ferenoed Fenmwoad Road w tiiij 


: i . a. al 
For more information call Jim at 474-3446 w Café Simpatico FEA € 


The Public Service Alliance of Canada is a proud sponsor of the 
Victoria Street Newz Wits Cu e 
j that I Thrift Shop 
and member of the global campaign to cannot find 


“Make P. H; 5 is known 2123 Quadra St (QHillside), Phone 479- 
lene ere a i Open 9 to 5 Mon-Saturdays, 10 to 4 
The PSAC is one of Canada’s largest unions, with 160,000 members. Sund 


undays 
i Offering gently used clothing, jeweller 
Si i a ae housewares, and much more atthe ” 


lowest prices in the Victoria area!!!! 


Enjoy volunteering? 


Making the world a 
better pl place 


one latté 
at a time. 


529 pandora ave 
ictoria 
250-475-0477 
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; : Call Trish at 479-8849 
Victoria b n 
Street Wwww.deaconcs.ca 


Newz Beacon O 
Hi Commun ty 


cire: 
aaa Services 
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Victoria Street Newz Vistribution 





Vict ii 


Debbie 


Counting Beans ... 


Operating Revenue 
Coordinator’s Revenue 


Paper Sales (from vendors) ; 500.00 675.00 
Donations ; 281.00 20.00 
Subscriptions : 0.00 0.00 
Salary from B&R ; 650.00 650.00 
Pennies from Panhandlers l 10.00 0.00 


Total Coordinator's Revenue 1530.00 1441.00 1345.00 
B&R Revenue (deposited) 


Advertising 0.00 0.00 125.00 
Donations 180.00 870.00 65.00 
Subscriptions 152.00 105.00 60.00 
Grant Monies 0.00 0.00 0.00 


Total B&R Rev. (deposited) 332.00 975.00 250.00 
Total Operating Revenue 1530.00 1441.00 1345.00 
Operating Expenses 

Coordinator’s Expenses 


Paper & Printing Costs 
Office expenses 

Misc. (postage, fees, etc.) 
Community reciprocity 


Total Coordinator’s Expenses 
B & R Expenses 


Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 
fm City of Vic Grant 
fm Vancity Grant 

fm KAIROS Grant 
fm PSAC Grant 

fm B & R reserves 


sub ttl B&R Expenses 
Total Operating Expenses 1683.70 1380.21 1400.15 


Ttl Coord Rev minus Expenses -153.70 60.79 255.15 
(- is out of pocket, + is salary) 


A Great Big Thank You !! 


New or renewed subscribers: Lisa Spencer, Doris Frye 





Creative Contributors: Zoe Blunt, Ingmar Lee, Janine Banderoft, Ted 
Hawryluk, Jon Startin, Lee Hamer, Jennifer Hastie, Red, Kat Younker, Taiaiake Alfred, 
Lana Lowe, Jack Etkin, cyann ray, Gerry Masuda, Kevin Neish, Inge Bolin, Ceritanne, 
Brian Mason, Florence Richard, j. fisher, Janette Briere, Leo Neill, Paul Burnside, Nicole 
Moyal. 


Extra generous supporters: Jean Carr, Lisa Spencer, Vicki Munch 


Special thanks: Bread and Roses Collective, David and the Solstice Café, Ken 
Orchard, Sharon Hazelwood, Alan 0’Dean, Mark & Michelle the Belfry Theatre, 
Betsy Nuse, Gerry Masuda, Carol Quartermain, Sheila and Bill Ede, Liz Zloklikovits, 
Jay Glass, Shunka Wakan, Jeff ¢ Lia, Charity, Don, & Leo, Ann Stemler, Yoga Zoe 


And anyone else I may have missed - 
Thanks! You keep us going!! 





r 
l 
l 


l Name: 
| Address: 





Newz 


content ís 
avaílable 
for 
reprinting 
with 
permission 
of the 
author. 
Please give 
us some 
credit and 
reference 
the source. 











THE CITY GF 


VICTORIA 





mil tl pul Ls 
= i | č : ; 
G w HI F Us that make it worthwhile (or able) 
eS y aS for me to go on 


workingforcanadians.c: anonymous 











thanks for the work you are doing 
it’s people like you 








Street Newz Subscriptions — 


While Street Newz vendors applet your direct purchases, 


| City: 


| Postal/Zip: 
Phone/email: 


l Name: 
| Address: 


| City: 


Postal/Zip: 
Ph/email: 


L 


subscriptions and donations help offset production costs. 


A subscription (#39 or more/yr or ¢20 low-income) is a 
wonderful gift for you, or a friend! 


[L] Deliver to we, at the address above 


l 

l 

| 

l 

l 

Province/State: | 
| 

l 

[__] Peliver to my friend, at this address: 
l 

l 


Province/State: 


please make cheques payable to 


Victoria Street Newz, 
1027 Pandora Ave., Victoria BC, V3V 3P6 


relativenewz.ca 
Thanks for your support!! 


= — — al 


